
Aviolanda Woensdrecht for profit Aviolanda Woensdrecht 
sustainable regional development
With ambitions for people, planet and profit 

Woensdrecht is an ideal business location for national and 
international companies that specialise in military and 
civil aircraft maintenance. Woensdrecht is attractive to 
businesses, in part because of the presence of the runway 
at the Woensdrecht air base and of leading companies 
with quality accreditations, such as the Woensdrecht 
Logistics Centre, Fokker Elmo, Fokker Aircraft Services, 
DutchAero Services, Terma, the European Knowledge  
Center for Composite repair (EKCC), BOEING, Elbit  
Systems of America and Aircraft End of Life Solutions.

Aviolanda Business Park offers all elements necessary to 
drive its expansion into becoming the European centre for 
aviation-related business activities. It enjoys a favourable 
location near the international airports of Rotterdam and 
Amsterdam and adjacent to the Woensdrecht military air 
base. Maximum focus is devoted to collaboration with nati-
onal and international partners and knowledge institutions. 
In addition to sharing expertise and experience, joint use is 
being made of the existing facilities. Thanks to the presence 
of the training centre for aviation technicians the availability 
of sufficient qualified personnel is secured for the future too.

“We have flexible offers  
regarding the available land  
at the Aviolanda Business Park: 
rental or sale, from a large 
individual site to a location 
on the shared premises.  
This grants every company  
in aircraft maintenance the 
possibility to locate here 
among other leading  
companies.”

Jaap Drost, 
Director of Grond Exploitatiemaat-
schappij Aviolanda Woensdrecht CV

“The Woensdrecht Logistics Centre 
is looking for collaboration with 

manufacturers in order to make its 
maintenance work cheaper and 
more efficient for its customers. 
These international companies 
are very interested in expanding 
regional maintenance, repair and 

overhaul activities, along with the 
Dutch industry so as to support 

military and civil aviation in Europe 
from the Woensdrecht region. The nearby 

Aviolanda Business Park offers excellent 
location opportunities to do just that.”

Peter Ort, 
Director of the Woensdrecht 
Logistics Centre

“Aviolanda Woensdrecht is a project 
which gives the Netherlands the 
opportunity to raise its profile 
as a hot spot for high-tech and 
innovative activities. Aviolanda 
Woensdrecht concentrates in 
more specific terms on high-
quality aircraft maintenance. 
The presence of the Woensdrecht 
Logistics Centre, the Dutch centre 
where military aviation maintenance 
is clustered, provides a sound basis for 
further development. It is important that 
strengthening the economic structure of 
the area also contributes to aspects such 
as the labour market, quality of life and 
environmental and sustainability targets.”

Wiebo de Boer, 
Project manager at Rijksvastgoed- 
en Ontwikkelingsbedrijf 

“We believe that we are located 
in an area where the local 
population strongly supports 
this initiative. Not just the local 
authorities but also the people 

themselves, and they represent  
a strong employee pool”.

Rob Sturm, 
Director of Business Park Aviolanda 
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“The green agenda in Aviolanda Woensdrecht is not 
just idle talk but something that is actually put into 
practice. Projects are proposed and implemented with 
local people. Nature and the landscape truly benefit 
from this, and the result is visible and tangible for 
all. But sustainable development goes beyond 
mere investment in nature and landscape, ho-
wever necessary this may be. In every develop-
ment proposed as part of Aviolanda Woens-
drecht, the issue of sustainability is addressed 
right from the start. In this way we will achieve 
a sustainable society and offer this area a future. 
There is no future other than a sustainable future.”

Nol Verdaasdonk, 
Director of the Brabant 
Environmental Federation

“For over 75 years we have had a runway and an air base 
here. Generations of people have worked here, proud to be 
part of the aviation industry. This is something we aim to 
reinforce and further expand with Aviolanda Woensdrecht.

It offers an ideal business location for national and 
international companies that specialise in military 

and civil aircraft maintenance. Thanks to the 
training of aircraft technicians there will 

also be sufficient qualified personnel in the 
future. We are aware of our wonderful 
surroundings and also aim to enhance 
them through this sustainable regional 
development.”

 “Aviolanda Woensdrecht is one of the major projects in  
the Province of North Brabant, a region that is working 
hard on economic development and educational 
facilities and on integrating them into the 
Brabantse Wal*. This approach is fully in keeping 
with the strategy of the Province of North 
Brabant.”

(* Brabantse Wal -or Brabant Ridge- is a nature reserve with an abrupt 
difference in elevation, originating during the most recent ice age 10,000 
to 15,000 years ago. It determines the unique character of the Woensdrecht 
landscape)

A training centre has been set up in Hoogerheide where various 
training courses are given for aircraft technicians:

• The Aircraft Maintenance & Training School (AM&TS) has 
been located in Hoogerheide for as long as people remem-
ber. It was once the Fokker training college and provides 
EASA-certified MBO Aircraft Technology basic training for 
the Markiezaat College to young students with ambitions in 
aviation. 

• In 2009 the World Class Aviation Academy (WCAA) was 
launched with the expansion of commercial activities.  
The WCAA therefore focuses on professionals working in the 
aviation industry. The training provided by the WCAA com-
prises: type training that concentrates on specific aircraft, 
aviation-related training and certain modules from the basic 
training.

Aviolanda Woensdrecht

Aviolanda Woensdrecht is an integrated regional development around the 
Woensdrecht air base that provides opportunities for people, planet and profit.
Government, education and entrepreneurs all collaborate closely on the economic, 
ecological and social-cultural development of the area. Sometimes these three 
sectors have conflicting interests, but all parties involved believe they 
reinforce one another. Together they stand stronger in achieving 
sustainable, strong area development. 

Aviolanda Woensdrecht for people

“The Aviolanda Woensdrecht initiative fits in fantastically with 
the ideas of World-Class Maintenance 
a)  because of the collaboration between companies,  

industry and education supported by the authorities;
b)  because of the continuing innovation;
c)  because of the cross-pollination of  

know-how, which means that  
innovation, expertise and  
experience from one sector  
are shared with other sectors;

d)  because it demonstrates that 
maintenance is an amazing 
and fascinating discipline 

Yves de Boer
Member of Spatial Development and 
Housing for the Province of North Brabant

Lex Besselink
Director of the Dutch Institute 
of World-Class Maintenance

“Aviolanda Woensdrecht is the ultimate place to be, 
especially for our students who can see all 
kinds of aircraft. There are also several 
companies on the site we can share 
facilities with.”

Peter Huis in ‘t Veld
Director of the World-Class
Aviation Academy

Marcel Fränzel
Mayor of the municipality of Woensdrecht

Aviolanda Woensdrecht for planet  

“Woensdrecht is a stunning green municipality 
whose unique landscape is shaped by the 
Brabantse Wal*. The area stands out by 
virtue of the large variety of landscapes 
and the many animal species that live 
here.”

Anton van der Wijst, 
Councillor for the municipality 
of Woensdrecht

Aviolanda Woensdrecht is located in the magnificent nature reserve called the ‘Brabantse Wal*’. The region is home to many, 
sometimes rare, animal species: birds, reptiles, amphibians and numerous mammals. The regional development includes  
projects that link the various woodland areas and sanctuaries so that the fauna can migrate between the different areas. 
This obviously requires close consultation with the local landowners.


